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Reflection 
Writing

Write for 10 minutes
Be sure to respond to all three 

questions on the right.

What do you already know about 
Writing-to-Learn?

What impact did the readings have 
on your understanding of WTL?

What do you think you will learn 
from today’s workshop?



Introductions
Introduce yourself to the group

1. Your name
2. Your department/discipline
3. Your project course for this 

session
4. How you currently use writing 

in your classes



● Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC)
○ Blanket term for institutional pedagogical approach to “integrate writing across 

departmental boundaries.”

● Writing in the Disciplines (WID)
○ Writing instruction and assignments that stress the discipline-specific conventions and 

practices. Focuses on transactional/rhetorical writing.

● Writing to Learn (WTL)
○ The use of short, informal writing tasks to helps students learn and reinforce concepts and 

ideas. Focuses on expressive/cognitive writing.

WAC/WID/WTL - Alphabet Soup



Benefits of WTL (According to Peter Elbow)

1. To help students stay involved in the 
course.

2. To improve students’ high stakes writing.
3. To help our commenting.
4. To help students be active learners, not 

passive receivers.
5. To help students find their own language 

for the issues of the course.
6. To help students be more adventuresome 

and questioning.

7. To help us understand how our students 
are learning.

8. To help students learn to write with full 
attention to their thinking.

9. To help students learn meta-cognitive 
thinking.

10. To help students learn to talk to 
themselves.

11. Takes little of our time and expertise.



WTL Assignments: Freewriting

“Freewriting is the easiest way to get words on paper and the best all-around 
practice in writing that I know. To do a freewriting exercise, simply force yourself 
to write without stopping for ten minutes. Sometimes you will produce good 
writing, but that’s not the goal. Sometimes you will produce garbage, but that’s 
not the goal either. [...] The goal of freewriting is in the process, not the product.”

— Peter Elbow, Writing with Power



WTL Assignments: Readings

● Generic summaries/Focused summaries
● Abstracts/Annotations
● Reading journals (example)
● Reading reflections (example)
● Unclear Ideas
● The Discussion Starter

https://www.teachervision.com/double-entry-journals
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8IX8RaIE61EaHV6Z0NLd3d6MEU


WTL Assignments: Analysis

● Record observations
○ Ask students to write down what they are observing as they are observing it, without 

applying any filters about “importance.”

● Analyze a process
○ After teaching a process, ask students to write out the steps required to complete that 

process or to capture the thinking that guides the process.

● Analyze an event
○ After an event is reported in the media, ask students to reflect on A) what happened, B) why 

it happened, and C) what it means to your discipline.

● Problem Statements
○ After introducing a new concept, ask students to write out a theoretical or practical problem 

that the newly introduced concept might help to solve.



WTL Assignments: Evidence and Arguments

● Take a Stance (example)
○ Ask students to take a stance in response to the topic and argue that stance in a single 

paragraph.

● What Counts as a Fact?
○ Ask students to write about what constitutes proof in different article and explain why the 

articles draw on different kinds of evidence, as well as the amount of evidence that supports 
stated conclusions.

● The Believing Game / The Doubting Game
○ Ask students to write a brief argument in support of something they believe in. They ask 

them to write an equally good argument in opposition to that position.



During Class

● At the beginning of class:
○ Summarize key ideas from last class

● In the middle of class:
○ Focusing a wayward discussion

● At the end of class
○ Clearest Points / Muddiest Points

WTL Assignments: Metacognition

Over the Course of the Semester

● First day of class:
○ Why are you here?

● At Midterm:
○ What have you learned so far?

● Last day of class:
○ How have you improved?





Reflection 
Writing

5 minutes
Be sure to respond to both 

questions on the right.

Describe the two clearest points

Describe the two muddiest points



Coffee Break (until 11:15)



Reflection 
Writing

5 minutes

Describe what you know/think you 
know about Transparency in 
Learning and Teaching



TILT
Transparency in

Learning & Teaching

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqUQhSKmD9U


Assignment 
Creation Using the TILT framework, create a 

WTL assignment for use in your 
project class.



Assignment 
Critiques

Work with a partner who is not in 
the same discipline as you.

Share your assignment with a 
partner. Consider the following:

● Is the assignment correctly 
using the ideals of TILT?

● How is the assignment using 
writing to improve learning?

● How can your partner improve 
this assignment?



Working Lunch
Until 12:30

Use the time to revise your 
assignment based on the feedback 
provided by your partner.



Assignment Presentations



Assessment of WTL: Kinds of Feedback

Writing in the Disciplines assignments

● Structure/Organization
● Development/Methodology
● Depth of thought/analysis
● Quality of ideas/thinking
● Use of sources/documentation
● Style
● Mechanics

Writing to Learn assignments

● Understanding/Comprehension
● Engagement/Metacognition



Assessment of WTL: Grammar & Mechanics

"Editing write-to-learn (WTL) responses is counterproductive. This kind of writing 
must be informal for students to reap the benefits of thinking through ideas and 
questioning what they understand and what confuses them. Moreover, most 
WTL activities are impromptu. By asking students to summarize a key point in 
the three minutes at the end of class, you get students to focus on ideas. They 
don't need to edit for spelling and sentence punctuation, and if you mark those 
errors on their WTL writing, students shift their focus from ideas to form. In other 
words, marking errors on WTL pieces distracts students from the main 
goal--learning."

— https://wac.colostate.edu/intro/pop8a.cfm



Criteria 
Beyond Proficiency

5 points
Proficiency

4 points
Nearing Proficiency

3 points
Below Proficiency

2 points

Effort
Attempts and succeeds at all 
aspects of the assignment.

Attempts all aspects of the task, 
but does not fully succeed in all 
aspects.

Attempts most aspects of the task 
and struggles to succeed at most of 
them.

Does not attempt most aspects of 
the tasks and fails to accomplish 
those that are attempted.

Writing
Writing is free of grammatical, 
mechanical, and spelling errors.

Writing is mostly free of 
grammatical, mechanical, and 
spelling errors.

Writing shows competence but 
needs better proofreading to 
demonstrate proficiency.

Writing contains patterns of error 
or numerous random errors.

Assessment of WTL: Example Rubric



Assessment 
Practice

5 minutes (to assess)
10 minutes (to discuss)

On your own, use the provided 
rubric to assess the student writing. 
Be prepared to discuss your 
choices.



WTL as Assessment

● How can WTL assignments be used to 
help assess the curriculum?

○ Your program?
○ The new core?



Assessment 
Creation

10 minutes

Create a new rubric or adapt an 
existing rubric that can be used to 
easily, but purposefully assess the 
work your students will produce for 
your new assignment.



Assessment Presentations



Final Reflection
5 minutes

● Describe the most important 
things you learned today.

● Describe anything you still feel 
uncertain of.

○ Any areas needing more 
discussion will be addressed in a 
follow-up email.



Midterm Reflection Writing
Write a 1-2 page reflection that considers your 
learning within this class so far this semester. 
How has the work you have produced 
demonstrated your learning of the course 
outcomes discussed at the beginning of the 
semester? If you feel you have not begun to 
learn these things, what is it that you think is 
preventing you from doing so?

Course Outcomes
● Develop an ability to produce writing that has a clear 

central purpose;
● Develop an ability to provide adequate structure;
● Develop an ability to provide adequate support, 

including research;
● Learn to communicate to particular audiences; 
● Learn to write in direct, clear language.
● Communicate ideas clearly, coherently, and rationally 

in writing.
● Apply technology in the process of writing.
● Apply resources of libraries & databases in writing.
● Become familiar with MLA documentation.
● Become more reflective and aware as a learner.

 



Take a Stance Example


